Chicago's Leading Edge
Chapter Newsletter
Chicago’s Leading Edge is proud to present the latest edition of our quarterly newsletters.
These newsletters are designed to help keep everyone informed of upcoming events, activities and
opportunities that are available within our chapter. We hope that you will find this newsletter useful and
we look forward to seeing you at future events! Don't forget that you can always visit our website,
www.chicagosleadingedge.org for information as well.

Recent Events
NOVEMBER
For our November event, Chicago’s Leading Edge toured the United Airlines NOC (Network
Operations Center). The tour presented a behind the scenes look at the heart of one of the largest
airlines in the world. Our members got to see first hand all the different departments and moving parts

that make the airline go…from scheduling to weather
analysis to dispatch and emergency response. It was a wonderful experience that was enjoyed by all!

DECEMBER
In December, we hosted our 7th annual Holiday Party at Pilot Pete’s! We also participated in Toys for
Tots by bringing an unwrapped aviation related toy to the party. This will hopefully not only bring
others joy but also encourage kids to love aviation as much as we do. Additionally, in a new addition to
our holiday event, we decided to add a little deliciousness to our evening by having a cookie
exchange. We had a great turnout for this event and we want to thank all that attended! A great time
was had by all!

Upcoming Events
JANUARY
Coming up in January 2016, we are planning a tour of Envoy operations at Chicago’s O’Hare Airport.
Envoy Airlines is a regional airline with bases in Chicago and Dallas, they operate hundreds of flights a
day for their mainline partner, American Airlines. We will be touring the Envoy facilities at ORD and an
ERJ aircraft. Please join us on Tuesday January 19th at 6:00pm at O’hare International Airport. We will
meet in Terminal 3, upper level, inside of door 3F. You will need to please RSVP to
Chicagosleadingedge@gmail.com to confirm your attendance. AND BRING A GOVERNMENT ID.
See you there!
FEBRUARY/MARCH
On February 16th, 6:00pm, at Lewis University, Michael Peifer, from Lifeline Pilots will join us for a
presentation regarding the Lifeline Pilots organization.
March 1st we will be having our fundraiser event at Fitz’s Spare Keys. This is always a chapter favorite
and we expect this year’s event to be the best one yet. The event is especially important to our
chapter, as it provides the necessary funding to offer the numerous scholarships that we have
available to our members.
Also in March is the Women in Aviation, International Conference in Nashville, TN from March 9th-12th.
Several of our members will be attending this event and if you are planning to attend, please let us
know as we plan on having an local chapter get together during the conference.

APRIL
This year, Chicago’s Leading Edge is looking to give back to our community. We plan on volunteering
at Feed My Starving Children on April 5th at 6pm in Schaumburg. If you are interested in attending,
please email us at Chicagosleadingedge@gmail.com. More info will be given in the coming months
regarding this event. See you there!
SKY’S THE LIMIT!
This will be our 5th Annual Sky’s the Limit: Interactive Aviation Camp for women! High school age
women are invited to explore all of the exciting possibilities available in the field of
aviation. Participants will have the opportunity to:
Fly a flight simulator
• Pre-flight a Cessna 172
• Learn about aerodynamics
• Try the new air traffic control simulation
• Experience the excitement of air racing
Date: September 24th, 2016 Time: 8:30AM-2:00PM, Location: Lewis University,
Romeoville at the Harold E. White Aviation Center.
Women in Aviation, International is dedicated to the advancement and encouragement of women in the
field of aviation. Chicago’s Leading Edge is hosting this educational outreach event in hopes of
inspiring young high school females to develop an interest in aviation. This event is sponsored and
supported by Lewis University
IMPORTANT: Sky’s The Limit is not possible without the many fantastic volunteers from Chicago’s
Leading Edge, Lewis University and others that help plan, prepare and support this amazing outreach
event. There will be communications going out in the future requesting volunteers for all different
aspects of the even from committee planning members to guest speakers to booth operators and
everything in between. If you’ve ever had an interest in volunteering or getting involved in Chicago’s
Leading Edge, PLEASE strongly consider getting involved in this event! There will be so many
opportunities and any participation you can lend to this event will be greatly appreciated. If you are
interested in getting involved or have any questions, please email us at
Chicagosleadingedge@gmail.com or feel free to contact Andrew Fischenberg phone number 602-6920755

Volunteer Opportunities
Since the creation of our Chapter in 2009, our volunteers have been our heart and soul. Volunteers
from all over the Chicago area have helped to make us the most recognized organization for women in
the aviation industry within our community.
Our chapter has many opportunities for members to reach out and give back to future generations,
including:
• Fundraising event each February to raise money for the scholarships we offer
annually
• Outreach event each year (September) entitled the Sky’s the Limit Interactive Camp
for Girls
• Membership drives in which we attend air shows and career fairs to get the word out
about our great organization

All aviation interests, skills and experience are welcome to share in our passion for encouraging and
educating future females in the industry!
As our Chapter grows and evolves, there will be a need for new leadership and volunteers. As our
current leadership and volunteers will tell you, being involved in this group is one of the most fun and
rewarding opportunities that we had in our careers. If you have ever considered getting involved or
think it’s something you would like to do in the future such as taking on a leadership role or
volunteering for a committee, please reach out to the leadership so that we can answer any questions
you might have and help prepare the next generation of leaders for Chicago’s Leading Edge!

Chicago’s Leading Edge Scholarships
The 2015 Chicago’s Leading Edge Scholarships winners! We are proud to announce the winners
of our 7 scholarships!
•

Dispatch Scholarship – Amanda Bailey will receive $400 toward the aviation dispatch
written and practical exam.

•

Flight Training Scholarship – Alex White will receive $1000 to put toward flight training for
private, instrument, commercial, multiengine or CFI ratings.

•

Membership Scholarship (3 Scholarships) – Hannah Cross, Venice Chaplin and Lauren
Sherrick will each receive a two-year membership to Women in Aviation International to
encourage active membership in both WAI and Chicago’s Leading Edge Chapter.

•

Future’s Unlimited Scholarship – Josephine Herrera-Rivera will receive $750 intended to
cover conference registration, banquet, hotel, and airfare for one person to attend WAI’s
2016 Annual Conference in Nashville, TN March 10-12, 2016.

•

Paperless Pilot Scholarship – Crystal Daugherty will receive an iPad and a one-year
subscription to ForeFlight. She will also receive an iTunes gift card in the amount of $75
intended to cover the purchase of ForeFlight. The iPad will be a refurbished 3rd generation
iPad WiFi + Cellular 16GB.
Congratulations to our winners and thank you to all that applied! We look forward to
offering more scholarships in 2016!

Member Announcements
Chicago’s Leading Edge is proud to announce that two of our members have recently been hired.
Jennifer Pfeifer- promoted to Lead Customer Service Representative at Signature Flight Support
PWK as well as certified as a trainer!

Lora Yowell- Hired as a First Officer at SkyWest Airlines. Lora will be flying the CRJ!
Please join us in congratulating Jennifer and Lora for their recent accomplishments! If you (or a
member of Chicago’s leading Edge that you know) have recently been hired, received an award,
scholarship, etc…please let us know! We love to celebrate our member’s success.
Stay tuned for next quarter’s newsletter!
Best Regards,
Chicago’s Leading Edge

